FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
NOVEMBER 27, 2016
“You . . . must be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come.”
— Matthew 24:44

BE PREPARED
Be prepared. It’s that simple. As this Advent season opens
before us, the Lord Jesus summons us to stand ready for his
coming. At this time of year much of our attention is focused on
being prepared for the details that accompany the holiday season.
We purchase gifts; we decorate our homes, inside and out; we
prepare foods that we eat only during the holidays; we write and
send Christmas cards; we attend holiday concerts; we prepare
either to welcome family and friends into our homes or arrange
for visits to their homes. We really can’t escape the details that
make up the season. Perhaps this Advent is a time to attend to all
those details with a different spin. As we prepare to celebrate the
feast of Christmas, why not be deliberate about acknowledging
the presence of the Lord as we go about these tasks? The Lord
often comes to us in wonderfully surprising ways. Let us be
prepared.
J. S. Paluch Co.
TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — All the peoples shall stream toward the LORD’S
house (Isaiah 2:1-5).
Psalm — Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord
(Psalm 122).
Second Reading — It is the hour to cast off the dark and clothe
ourselves in the light (Romans 13:11-14).
Gospel — Stay awake! Be prepared! The Son of Man will come
when you least expect (Matthew 24:37-44).
___________________________________________________________

OUR GIFTS RECORD
Offertory
Development
$5,948.00
$4,760.00
Last Week’s Collection
Number of Families contributing
137
99
Total Pledge for 2016
$171,467.00
$185,504.00
Pledged to Date (46 Weeks)
$154,035.00
$165,406.00
Received to Date
$183,809.73
$132,823.23
Envelopes Outstanding
($29,774.73)
$32,582.77
LADIES OFFERTORY RECORD
Amount given last week
Amount given to Date in 2016
$363.00
$10,410.00
Forty-two ladies made a contribution last week.

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
There was a man who had four sons. He wanted his
sons to learn not to judge things too quickly, so he sent them
each alone to look at a pear tree that was a great distance
away. The first son went in the winter, the second in the spring,
the third in the summer, and the youngest son in the fall. When
they had all gone and come back, he called them together to
describe what they had seen.
The first son said that the tree was ugly, bent and
twisted. The second son told him it was covered with green
buds and full of promise. The third son disagreed, and said it
was laden with blossoms that smelled so sweet and looked so
beautiful. The last son disagreed with all of them; he said it was
ripe and drooping with fruit, full of life and fulfillment.
The man then explained to his sons that they were all
right, because they had each seen but only one season in the
tree’s life. He told them you cannot judge a tree, or a person, by
only one season, and that the essence of who they are and the
pleasure, joy, and love that come from that life can only be
measured at the end, when all the seasons are up. If you give
up when it’s winter, you will miss the promise of your spring,
the beauty of your summer, fulfillment of your fall.
Don’t let the pain of one season destroy the joy of all
the rest. Don’t judge life by one difficult season. Persevere
through the difficult patches and better times are sure to
follow.
FLOWERS IN THE CHURCH ARE OFFERED BY:
1.

2.
3.
4.

the Wife and Family of Johnny Mumbo Carroll in loving
memory of him on the 11th Anniversary of his death and
in loving memory of Jack Dempsey Carroll on his
Birthday;
the Wife and Family of Cracker in loving memory of the
29th Anniversary of his death;
Pat Butts and Susan in loving memory of Johnny Mumbo
Carroll on the 11th Anniversary of his death;
and a Parish Family member in thanks to St. Expedite.

BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL WEEKLY REPORT

2016 Parish Goal
$23,330.00
Amount Received to Date
$11,961.52
Amount Outstanding
$11,368.48
Six people made a B.A.A. contribution last week.
HALL RENOVATION FUND WEEKLY REPORT
Amount given last week
Amount given to Date in 2016
$230.00
$11,183.00
Five people made a Hall Fund contribution last week.
PARKING LOT totaled $10.00.
33 CHILDREN contributed $272.00.
POOR BOX totaled $144.00.
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT totaled $269.00.
The ATTENDANCE for last Saturday 4:00 P.M. Mass was 218
and Sunday 10:00 A.M. Mass was 205.

MASTER’S TABLE Jacqueline’s Legion Group, Our Lady of
Epiphany, is scheduled to prepare and serve a hot meal to the
clients of the Master’s Table in Augusta this Thursday, December
1st. If you would like to participate in this very rewarding
opportunity, please contact Jaqueline.
LET US BE GENEROUS LIKE ANTS
Four ants are moving through a forest. They see an
elephant coming toward them. The first ant says: “We
should kill him.” The second ant says: “No, let us break his
leg alone.” The third ant says: “No, we will just throw him
away from our path.” The fourth ant says: “No, we will
leave him because he is alone and we are four.”

POINSETTIAS FOR CHRISTMAS
It is asked that everyone
donate $10 for poinsettias. Please give your donation to Mary
Rita O’Hara, Bridget Rita, or the Church Office.
CHRISTMAS NOVENA

Hail and blessed be the hour and moment in which
the Son of God was born of the most pure Virgin Mary,
at midnight, in Bethlehem, in piercing cold. In that hour
vouchsafe, O my God, to hear my prayer and grant my desires,
through the merits of Our Savior, Jesus Christ, and of His
Blessed Mother.
It is piously believed that whoever recites the above prayer 15 times a
day from the Feast of St. Andrew (November 30) until Christmas will
obtain what is asked.

THANK YOU TREE This year we will have a THANK YOU
TREE. The money will be distributed to the poor and needy
during Christmas time. The contributors’ name will be put on the
tree. Kindly give your donation to the church Office or Mary Rita
O’Hara.
SATURDAY 7:00 P.M. MASS
December 3rd.

will begin next Saturday,

JOKE OF THE WEEK A minister just had all of his remaining
teeth pulled and new dentures were being made.
The first Sunday, he only preached 10 minutes. The
second Sunday, he preached only 20 minutes. But, on the third
Sunday, he preached 1 hour 25 minutes.
When asked about this by some of the congregation, he
responded this way. The first Sunday, my gums were so sore it
hurt to talk. The second Sunday, my dentures were hurting a lot.
The third Sunday, I accidentally grabbed my wife
denture’s…and I couldn’t stop talking.
THANK YOU to three members for their donations in thanks to
St. Expedite.
MASS INTENTIONS
Monday:

Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:

In thanks for Jim Landon Sherlock on his 14th
Birthday and Hyness and Rylie Sherlock on their 7th
Birthday.
In thanks for Ireland Carroll on her 7th Birthday.
In honor of the Holy Souls and St. Joseph.
For the repose of the soul of Eddie Carroll.
For the repose of the soul of Bibbie.
THE CLOCK OF LIFE
The clock of life is wound but once,
And no man has the power
To tell just when the hands will stop
At late or early hour.
To lose one’s wealth is sad indeed,
To lose one’s health is more,
To lose one’s soul is such a loss
That no man can restore.
The present only is our own,
So live, love, toil with a will
Place no faith in “Tomorrow”
For the clock may then be still.

READERS
Sat. Nov. 26th, 4:00 P.M.
Ann T. &
Grace

Sun, Nov. 27th, 10:00 A.M.
Jimmy Joseph &
Rose Marie

Sat. Dec. 3rd, 4:00 P.M.
Christina &
Julie Ann

Sat. Dec. 3rd, 7:00 P.M.
Mary Melissa &
Jay

Sun. Dec. 4th, 10:00 A.M.

Jimmy Joseph & Rose Marie

READERS – WEEKDAYS
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Dominique
Julie Ann
Scott’s Mercedes
Natalie
Erin

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS – WEEKEND
Saturday 4:00 P.M.
November 26th
Front
Bridget Ann
Left Cup
Winnie Ann
Saturday 7:00 P.M.
Front
Cup

December 3rd
Jay
Sharon

Sunday 10:00 A.M.
November 27th
December 4th
Pete Man’s Nora
Pete Man’s Nora
Rose Marie
Rose Marie
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS - WEEKDAY
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Mary Cat
Pete Man’s Nora
Ann T.
Rose Marie
Bridget Ann

STARTING OFF RIGHT
Don’t start your day with the broken pieces of yesterday. Every
morning we wake up is the first day of the rest of your life. If
the 1st button of your shirt is wrongly put all the others are
surely wrong.
FOR YOUR SMILES
When your LIFE is in Darkness, pray to God and ask him
to free you from the darkness. If after you pray, you are still in
darkness- PAY THE ELECTRIC BILL.
The best way to lose weight is not exercise, but the See
Food Diet - SEE FOOD- NOT EAT IT.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~PRAYER CORNER~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ETERNAL GOD OF ENDLESS MERCY
Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless and the treasury of
compassion inexhaustible, look kindly upon us and increase Your
mercy in us, that in difficult moments we might not despair nor
become despondent, but with great confidence submit ourselves to
Your holy will, which is Love and Mercy itself. Amen.

